
We’re Going Digital!
You hold in your hands the final paper issue of the 
Oaks Newsletter. Be sure we have your email 
address so you can continue receiving Oaks news!

When you get old and grouchy, as we are, 
your tolerance for some things can begin to 
wear thin. So it was for my wife Katherine 
and me as regards LA’s traffic. It caused us 
finally to bail on LA and relocate to 
Portland where we’ve traded cars for rain. 
But this isn’t going to be about traffic; it’s 
going to be about everything we will miss 
about life in the Oaks.

I moved to the Oaks in 1987 and Katherine 
joined me in 1990. We love the Oaks. We 
love walking its streets and looking at the 
wonderful variety of the houses. We love 
its proximity to Griffith Park, and the 
walking and hiking the park provides. I 
frequently jogged with our dog, Lucca 
into the park on weekday mornings, and 
we regularly hiked in the park on 
weekends. Often those hikes would end at 
Trails Café for a pastry and cappuccino.

We love the people in the Oaks and 
especially our neighbors on Cazaux Place 
and Drive. I know that neighbors and 
neighborhoods are extremely variable, 
and over the years we have had a few 
neighbors who weren’t much to our 
liking. But on the whole, the folks we 
have come to know in the neighborhood 

have been good neighbors. They have 
been friendly and considerate and they 
have been concerned about the quality of 
life in the Oaks.

In our time here we have really appreciated 
the Oaks Homeowners Association and its 
board. The board is comprised of volunteers 
who contribute their time to work on issues 
of importance to the Oaks, e.g., trying to 
get the city to address the traffic problems 
at Bronson and Franklin, and addressing 
the proliferation of cell sites.

And the board puts on events like the 
Holiday Party, the Halloween Walk, and 
the Summer Picnic. (The Halloween 
Walk was always one of my favorite 
events because so many people turned out 
and had a good time.) More recently, the 
board has begun arranging tours of 
architecturally interesting houses in the 
Oaks. I should also note that the board 
could use a few more members. Those of 
you who are really concerned about the 
Oaks should consider volunteering; it’s 
worth the effort.

So, we have decamped north to a smaller 
(somewhat damper) city that we hope will 

be more manageable for us. This was not 
a decision we made lightly. If we could 
have, we would have moved our whole 
neighborhood with us. We will miss the 
Oaks and our friends and neighbors, but 
this is a new adventure for us.

We wish you well.

John Saurenman 
Departing President 
Oaks Homeowners Association
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Notes from the PRESIDENT

After many years of printing and mailing the paper 
version of the Oaks newsletter, we have decided to go 
exclusively digital for our next issue: the summer 2019 
newsletter. The costs of printing and postage have 
become prohibitive, and since so many of us now enjoy 
the news digitally – we are joining the digital age.

So if you want to continue receiving your  
Oaks newsletter, please

BE SURE WE HAVE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS! 
You can send it to Kathy.Richards@oakshome.org.

Do it today!



By Ed Dilkes

Last year, we enrolled our 
daughter in Cheremoya 
Elementary. She enjoyed her 
Kindergarten year and we 
were very pleased with the 
transformation that has taken 
place at the school. The quality of the education has been excellent 
and the school has developed as an important focal point for the 
surrounding community.

This year Cheremoya is part of the Creative Arts Network, and is 
designated as an Arts Pathway School. Dance, music and art are 
provided to various grades throughout the year. To celebrate these 
new programs and to connect to the surrounding community, 
Cheremoya will hold its first Winter Art Fest on December 8th, 
from 11:00am to 3:00pm. The Winter Art Fest will feature art by 
local artists and by the children themselves. There will also be a 
silent auction, food, games, a bouncy house, and a fire engine. It’s 
also a nice opportunity to meet your neighbors.

As Cheremoya has evolved into an increasingly important 
community center, it has also expanded its outreach and you will 
soon see posters and yard signs inviting the extended community 
to events like the “Boo Blast,” in which the children march in 

their Halloween costumes. 
There are also tours for 
prospective parents and 
students. Not only can 
you see the newly 
renovated campus, you 
can also look at student art 
which now hangs on 
display throughout the 
building.

Please join the Oaks 
community for the 
Winter Art Fest on 
December 8, 2018.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.oakshome.org

To find contact information for Oaks Board Members, 
please click Contact on top of the home page.

By Kathy Richards

They are finally here! Our wonderfully talented neighbor Geoff 
McFetridge has designed a unique and charming license plate 
frame just for the Oaks HOA. Geoff is a renowned artist and these 
very limited edition frames may become collectors items someday.

You can own one 
(or more) of these 
license frames just 
by making a 
contribution to the 
Oaks Homeowners 
Association. The 
frames are now 
being offered as a 

premium gift for a donation of $100 or more to the HOA — 
which includes your $45 annual dues. See the remit envelope 
that’s included in this newsletter. Additional frames (after the 
$100 donation) are available for $55 each.

Geoff McFetridge is a long-time Oaks resident and a 
multidisciplinary artist. Displaying his gifts as both an art 
director and a graphic designer, Geoff’s work is enriched by his 
creative diversity. His paintings are layers of crisp color and 
clean lines expertly composed. Silhouettes of subjects in scenes 
both playful and everyday are a signature element of his art, and 
our license frame reflects this charming philosophy.

You can see more of Geoff’s work on his Instagram @mcfetridge 
or on Artsy at https://www.artsy.net/artist/geoff-mcfetridge. We 
are so grateful to Geoff for creating these very special frames 
and we expect our limited supply to go quickly! Please consider 
donating to the Oaks Homeowners Association at the $100 level 
or more to receive your special license plate frame.

NEIGHBOR STEPHEN BRIGGS, AGE 98, PASSES AWAY
JANUARY 11, 1920 – SEPTEMBER 23, 2018

Stephen Briggs was just four months shy of his 99th 
birthday when he passed away quietly in the home he 
built on Cazaux Drive in the Oaks sixty-two years ago.

A wonderful friend and neighbor , Stephen was a fixture 
at our picnics and a contributor to the Oaks newsletter, 
where he fascinated us with stories of Hollywood and the 
Oaks during World War II. 

Stephen’s family moved to LA in 1933 when he was in 
junior high; the family moved to a house on Cazaux 
Drive in 1936. The Oaks was only partially developed 
then — Spring Oak had not yet been cut through to 
Canyon Drive. After high school, Stephen and his 
younger brother Huntly worked on the assembly line at 
Lockheed, building Hudson Bombers for Great Britain. 
When America entered the War, both signed up for 
military duty. Stephen flew reconnaissance aircraft and 
searched out enemy armored columns while flying in the 
Battle of the Bulge. For that mission he received the Air 
Medal and an official citation “for conspicuous bravery 
in flying search missions under fire during the strong 
enemy counter-offensive in Belgium in December, 1944.”

After WWII Steve took advantage of the GI Bill and 
received a degree in Industrial Design. He went on to 
work for Lockheed, Hughes Aircraft, and North American 
Aviation. He and his second wife, Marge Markey, an 
assistant principal at Cheremoya School, lived in the 
house Steve personally designed and had built in 1956 
— just two doors from the family’s original home on 
Cazaux Drive. 

Stephen is survived by his two daughters, Veronica 
Peterson and Denise Potter; two brothers Huntly and 
Alfred; stepson Erick Markey; and his special nephew, 
Tony Briggs.

You can read a remembrance of Stephen by his brother 
Huntly on the Oaks website: OaksHome.Org

By Sheri Hellard

The 4th Annual Oaks Homeowners Association Architectural 
Tour and Wine Tasting is coming! This Spring 2019 you’ll have 

the rare opportunity 
to tour one of the 
most famous homes 
in all of Los Angeles. 
Designed by master 
architect John 
Lautner and built in 
1950 for industrialist 
and inventor Leo 
Harvey (owner of 
Harvey Aluminum 
Company), the Leo 

Harvey house is truly a modern masterpiece. Lovingly restored by 
Kelly Lynch and Mitch Glazer, the home has breathtaking 

270-degree views of the city and is 
an excellent example of the Organic 
influenced Mid-Century Modern 
architectural style that John Lautner 
was notable for.

Join us this Spring 2019 (date to be 
announced soon) for an afternoon 
of wine, cheese, conversation, and 
beauty at this magnificent residence. 
All proceeds go to supporting the 
work of the Oaks Homeowners 
Association.

More details to come via e-mail or visit our website for updates 
at oakshome.org. Tickets will be available on line in the new year 
or by contacting Sheri Hellard at Sheri.Hellard@oakshome.org. 
We look forward to seeing you!

Who you work 
with matters. 
Hire the local expert 
and sell for more.

HollyPurcell
Luxury Properties Specialist 
310.890.4023
holly@hollypurcell.com 

compass.comSOLD OVER ASKING!

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity 
laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. CalDRE 
01452467

The Special Edition Oaks 
License Plate Frames Are Here

TOUR A MODERN MASTERPIECE IN THE OAKS

Winter Art Fest 
Celebrates New  

Focus on the Arts  
at Cheremoya



Long-Time Oaks Resident Remi Kessler Brings to
Light The Homeless and Their Champions in 

THE ADVOCATES
By Linda Othenin-Gerard

Remi Kessler, filmmaker and long-time 
resident of the Oaks has made a film 
about homelessness. But not the one 
you expect. Instead of focusing only on 
the seemingly hopeless situation of so 

many of the homeless, The Advocates 
documents the lives of three people who’ve devoted their energy to 
helping people caught in the experience of life on the streets. We 
confront the unsettling world of homelessness as experienced by 
these three fierce proponents of social justice who believe that, to 
some degree, solving homelessness is actually possible. Though 
certainly an arduous process, this transformative work can happen 
when the right resources, skills, and compassion are applied.

The Advocates premiered last month at the LA Film Festival and 
opened for a limited release in Laemmle Theaters all over Los 
Angeles and the Valley.

As Remi explains, nearly 54,000 people are sleeping without a 
roof over their heads on any given night in Los Angeles. His film 
provides a sweeping look at the history and causes of LA’s current 
crisis and an intimate view of the tireless efforts of social workers 
who strive to create better lives for those living without shelter. As 
the policy landscape changes with the passages of Propositions H 
and HHH, this revelatory film demonstrates the singular role 
played by three individuals who pull at our hearts with their 
integrity and dedication.

It’s a story that is still evolving 
in our city and Rémi continues 
to film and be involved with the 
organizations he follows in The 
Advocates. We are so very proud 
to have such an accomplished 
and dedicated neighbor and 

encourage you to see the film. You can find out more about it at: 
www.advocatesfilm.com
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A GOOD NEIGHBOR:

McConnell’s Fine Ice CreamsAlsatian Tarte Flambée
By Joan Young

Alsatian tarte flambée (known in Alsace as Flammekueche) is, 
despite its name not flambeéd. But it makes an excellent appetizer 
with drinks before dinner. If you have a pizza stone, this would be 
a good time to bring it out, but it cooks just as well on a upside 
down half sheet pan or cookie sheet. This version with its added 
gruyere cheese is more accurately a gratinéed tarte. Whatever you 
call it, your guests will love it - ask Linda Othenin-Girard, who says 
she made it at least six times this summer alone!

Ingredients

1 cup + 1T All Purpose Flour (5.5 oz) 
3 T Butter, unsalted, melted (1.5 oz) 
1/2 t salt 
1/2 cup warm water 
3 T olive oil 
2 onions, thinly sliced 
2-3 slices smoked bacon 
1 c crème fraîche 
1 c shredded gruyere

Preparation

1.  Preheat oven to 500° with a pizza stone in place on the  
center shelf.

2.  Combine flour, butter, salt and warm water in a food processor. 
Process 5 minutes till a dough forms. Form into a ball, flouring 
lightly and allow dough to rest, covered with a kitchen towel for 
20 min. It will be a very soft, sticky dough.

3.  Meanwhile sauté the onions gently over low heat in oil till lightly 
golden (45 min). Set aside. In same pan sauté bacon till not quite 
crisp. Drain on paper towel then break into 1/2” pieces.

4.  Divide dough in half. On a lightly floured sheet of parchment 
paper about 16” long, roll two very thin ovals of dough to 
approximately 10”x 14”. Brush dough with oil and slide the 
parchment paper onto the pizza stone or on the back of an 
overturned sheet pan. Bake till crust is beginning to turn golden. 
Repeat with remaining dough.

5.  Remove the crust from the oven, spread with crème fraîche, 
cover with onions, then bacon and cheese. Return to oven and 
bake only till the cheese melts. Repeat with second crust. Cut 
with scissors into wedges and serve.

Make ahead: The crust can be baked and the onions and bacon 
cooked several hours in advance.

Private Patrol  
Available from ACS Security 

Starting at Just $75 Per month!* 
 

. 
310-446-0527 Ext.120   www.acssecurity.com 

*Certain restrictions apply CA License: CA: ACO 7316  

By Kathy Richards

Even though their Scoop Shop is over on Hollywood Boulevard 
(just east of Vermont) McConnell’s Fine Ice Creams have shown 
themselves to be a good neighbor to the Oaks. This past summer 
McConnell’s supplied all of the ice cream for the Oaks summer 
picnic — at no cost to us. What a wonderful gift. And what a superb 
treat on a hot summer day!

McConnell’s Fine Ice Creams is a real southern California 
enterprise, founded in 1949 by husband and wife, Gordon “Mac” 
and Ernesteen McConnell in Santa Barbara. From the beginning 
they set out to produce “the finest ice creams in the world.” Mac 
and Ernesteen spent months developing their own recipes, utilizing 
a revolutionary, mechanized version of the European French Pot 
ice cream-making process. In an era when many creameries were 
turning to artificial flavorings, colorings, fillers, and stabilizers, the 
McConnells were determined to use only local milks, creams, 
fruits, and nuts. By December, 1950 they’d opened their first retail 
shop. McConnells went on to become a Santa Barbara institution.

Now they’re also here in Los Feliz where we can enjoy the 
creamiest, cleanest most delightful ice cream in the business! So, if 
you missed this wonderful treat at the Oaks picnic, sample one (or 
more) of their delicious ice creams at the Los Feliz location, 4634 
Hollywood Blvd, between Vermont and Hillhurst.



Oaks Homeowners 
Association Dues 

for 2019 are Due now! 
Use the Dues Remit envelope in this 

newsletter to send in your annual dues today. We 
really appreciate it. Be sure to include your e-mail 
address so you can continue to receive the digital 

newsletter in 2019.

As many of you are aware, the Oaks neighborhood now has a 
security patrol service. 

This past spring, In response to homeowners’ increased security 
concerns and widespread interest in some sort of regular patrol, a 
committee of residents — Hadley Rierson, Zoe Bannon, and Mark 
Harrison — began to research what patrol services other  
LA neighborhoods have 
engaged to reduce 
criminal activity. The 
committee interviewed 
four leading security 
companies, all of which 
work in our area. ACS, a 
local company that has 
provided such services 
for over thirty years, 
submitted the proposal 
the committee judged to 
be most advantageous to 
residents in terms of level 
of service and cost.

The ACS proposal calls for households to sign up for the  
new patrol service at a cost of $75 per month. Once 67  
homes sign on, ACS would begin an 8-hour daily patrol service
(that happened early in September). With 134 sign-ups, a second 
8-hour patrol shift would be added. When 200 homes participate, 
there will be a 24-hour dedicated patrol car in the Oaks. 

As of this writing, 134 homes have signed on for the service and 
yellow ACS patrol cars have been driving through the neighborhood 
since September 3rd. By the time this newsletter arrives at your 
mailbox, ACS expects to have expanded the patrols to sixteen hours 
per day. So big thanks to Zoe, Hadley and Mark for getting this 
project rolling!

The goal is still to reach two hundred homes signing on. Here are 
the details:

•  The cost to each homeowner is $75 per month. There is no long-
term contract and there is no need to change your existing alarm 
service. But you must sign up for the service in order to be able to 
call for patrol response. 

•  The current sixteen hours of patrol are divided and randomized 
throughout the day and night so potential perpetrators cannot 
predict when the area will be patrolled. 

•  While the hours of 1:00 AM to 9:00 AM don’t have dedicated 
patrol at this time, ACS will still respond to any direct assistance 
calls or alarm activations from members during these hours.

•  The patrol service includes armed response; calls for assistance 
(ACS sends a guard if you feel uncomfortable or see suspicious 
activity); vacation watch (armed guard checks the property / takes 
mail & newspapers out of view); and escorting (ACS guard waits 
for you at your home). 

If you’re interested in signing on (or simply wish to ask questions 
about the service) please contact: Eino Hill, ACS 
Sr. Account Manager at 310-903-8649 or email  
ehill@acssecurity.com

You do not have to be a member of the Oaks Homeowners 
Association to take advantage of this patrol service. You should 
also know that neither the OHA nor its board members receive any 
advantage or remuneration from ACS. The OHA is not in any way 
affiliated with ACS.

SLOANE + SILVER
BARRY SLOANE & MARC SILVER
Historic & Architecturally Significant Properties
323.957.0016 • 310.809.4656

BEVERLY HILLS BROKERAGE | 9665 Wilshire Boulevard, 400 | Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Selling the Los Feliz Oaks for over 27 years.
Barry has been a proud resident of Los Feliz for over 15 years.

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. 
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent 

contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty CalBre#: 899496
Barry Sloane CalBRE#: 01024594. Marc Silver CalBRE#: 01875513
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Eyes on Griffith Park
By Gerry Hans

No Smoking Signs Added
Following two significant brush fires in Western Canyon just to our 
east this past summer, Rec and Parks has answered our urgent 
requests for additional signage to remind smokers not to light up 
near vulnerable native habitat. The new signs announce a fine of up 
to $1,000. Friendlier Smokey the Bear signs have also been erected 
recently.

Dixon Strategies Go to the Next Step
Twenty-two strategies from the Dixon Report were approved by 
City Council as being “feasible,” making them eligible for further 
interdepartmental review and study. Some of these strategies would 
have significant impacts on life in the Oaks community:

•  An electric shuttle may operate to move passengers from the 
Metro Red Line to the Hollyridge Trail at the top of Beachwood 
Drive, travelling through the quarter-million-dollar public-funded 
electric gate which is currently being used only by Sunset Ranch. 
An environmental assessment will be initiated as a first step. The 
shuttle could either be city or vendor-operated.

•  A continuous sidewalk along the north end of Canyon Drive to 
connect with Bronson Canyon Park will receive cost estimates 
and a timeline for completion. There’s hope that a pedestrian 
entrance can be engineered around the east side of the historic 
rock pillars at the entrance gate. Oaks Homeowners has specifically 
asked for a permeable pathway for the portion inside the park 
continuing to the first parking lot.

•  The city will conduct parking occupancy studies in Bronson 
Canyon Park, as well as other areas, for possible paid parking or 
time-restricted parking. As we know, the consequences of this 
could be far-reaching for nearby residents. Stay tuned.

•  An aerial tram — various 
renditions from both the 
private sector and the city 
having already been reported 
in the press — will be 
assessed for feasibility. So 
far, only vague concepts 
have been floated, with few 
details regarding origination 
and termination.

Noticeably absent from the 
list of strategies making the 
final cut is the “Alternate 
Access Plan,” a simple 

pathway allowing pedestrians to bypass the locked Beachwood 
Gate and walk easily up to the Hollyridge Trail. The plan was both 
snubbed and falsely discredited during the process. This viable 
strategy clearly had support from a large majority of area residents 
and also from Hollywood United Neighborhood Council, HOAs 
and other organizations. This leads us to the next topic: legal action.

Legal Appeal Filed
After Superior Court Judge Chalfant rejected legal arguments 
regarding the improper closure of Beachwood Gate in April of 
2017, Oaks HOA joined non-profits Friends of Griffith Park and 
the Griffith Trust in an appeal of that decision. The appeal focuses 
on city staff’s operational authority, short of a public process 
involving the Recreation and Park Commission, to permanently 
close Beachwood Canyon to pedestrian access. A trial is expected 
sometime well into 2019.

REMODELS 
ADDITIONS 
NEW CONSTRUCTION

landmarkbuilding.build

Lic. # 967613 

323.697.8322

NEW NEIGHBORHOOD-WIDE  
 PATROL SERVICE
BEGINS IN THE OAKS

DON’T 
FORGET

PAY YOUR
OHA DUES!



Oaks Homeowners Association
P.O. Box 29155
Los Angeles, CA 90029-0155
www.oakshome.org

POSTMASTER: DO NOT FORWARD

Visit our website at www.Oakshome.org

Oaks Celebrates 25 Years of the Halloween Walk

Join us for neighborhood fun and food at our annual 
holiday get-together. Bring non-perishable items for our 
food drive benefitting the Hollywood Community Pantry. 

Sunday, December 16th 5:30 – 8:30pm
At the home of Bob & Joan Young
2419 Park Oak Drive – rsvp@oakshome.org

Save the date!
The Oaks Annual Holiday Party


